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Jordan Springs Public School

Kindergarten Orientation 
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Acknowledgement of 
Country



Acknowledgement of 
Country



Kindergarten Orientation 

Session 2 Outline

• FAQs – With Mrs Bernard 

• Play-Based Learning at JSPS – With 
Mrs Bernard 

• Numeracy and Literacy at JSPS –
with Mrs Willet and Mrs Camilleri 

• School Communication Platforms 
with Ms Mitchell 
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Frequently Asked 
Questions



Classes



Uniforms



Student Requirements



What is Play-Based 
Learning?





PLAY-BASED LEARNING AT JSPS 
What Play-based learning is:

✓active, highly engaged learning

✓intentionally planned

✓responsive to students

✓process-oriented rather than product-
driven.

What Play-based learning isn’t:

• ‘free time’

• busy activities for early finishers

• separate from learning or ‘work’

• highly structured or direct teaching
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‘Play-based learning capitalises 
on children’s natural inclination 
to be curious, explore and learn. 
Children actively construct their 

own understandings that 
contribute to their own 

learning.’



Play-Based Learning
The environment

Jordan Springs Public School

During the planning stages prior to the start of 
each term, consideration will be placed on what 
will be learnt to determine how these 
investigation centres will be set up.

Investigation Centres are set up across the POD 
and children are able to choose where they wish 
to engage in learning. 

Students can move between homebases within 
their POD during play time.

Play-Based learning happens 2-3 times a 
week ​for an hour at a time. 



LEARNING 
SPACES
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How do we embed literacy 
and numeracy into Play-

Based Learning?



Numeracy Through Play
Numeracy is the capacity, confidence and 
disposition to use mathematics in daily life. 

- Problem solving

- Spatial sense

- structure and pattern

- Number

-  measurement

- data argumentation

- connections and exploring the world 
mathematically
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Literacy Through Play

‘Literacy is the capacity, confidence and disposition 
to use language in all its forms’.

A range of modes of communication

- Music

- Movement

- Dance

- Storytelling

- visual arts

- media and drama

- Talking

- Listening

- Viewing

- reading and writing
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“Children learn as they play. Most 
importantly, in play children learn 

how to learn.”
~ O. Fred Donaldson, Ph.D., play 

researcher



NSW Department of Education

Numeracy and Literacy
at Jordan Springs PS
Gretl Willett and Jade Camilleri – APs Curriculum and Instruction



NSW Department of Education

“We experience mathematics as something we invent for ourselves and when we 
experience it in a way that helps us articulate an understanding of the world.”

Eddy Woo The beauty of mathematics | Teacher Talk with Eddie Woo – YouTube

NUMERACY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A91OG972mcQ


NSW Department of Education

Becoming a Mathematician 

• S e e  a n d  e x p l o r e  p a t t e r n s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  a r o u n d  t h e m

• S o r t ,  c l a s s i f y  a n d  n a m e s  s h a p e s  a n d  o b j e c t s

• H a v e  n u m b e r  s e n s e  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b e y o n d  j u s t  c o u n t i n g

• Able to subitise small collections and explore quantity

• Start to understand Number operations; adding, sharing, groups, halving etc

• Taking risks, making mistakes, grit etc



Beliefs about Mathematics 
• All children learn maths at high levels when they believe in 

themselves.

• Believing in yourself can change what you are capable of.

• Depth is more important than speed. Learning is not performing.

• We value quality over quantity.

• Success is achieved when T & L is innovative and differentiated.

• Rich tasks and challenges are good for your brain.

• The brain is a muscle that need to get sweaty!

• Visualising and making connections can strengthen learning.

• Questioning and rich discussion deepens mathematical 
understanding.

• Contribution is vital for learning.



The Magic Triangle 



Data informed teaching & learning 



Number Talks 
Deep thinking

24

Number talks are a teaching routines that helps us explore 
numbers 



Building Number Sense 



Talk moves 



Numeracy – Language and concepts
Children need to communicate the following language 

• Counting forward and backwards
• Combining and joining quantities
• Take away and difference, how many more?
• Stating whether a collection has more or less than another
• Numeral identification and ordering at of 

especially numbers 1-20
• Describes teen numbers as 10 and some more
• Understanding the relationship between digits in a numeral 

(place value) which then enables the numeral to be 
renamed in multiple ways.

• Dedication to the role of zero meaning no objects
• Halving and repeated halving as foundations of equal parts 

in fractions
• 2-Dimensional shape verse 3-Dimensional objects



NSW Department of Education

How can you help?
• Numeracy at home and about



• Connections (neurons) are 
formed as the growing child 
experiences world

• The quality of experiences is 
important as language is 
acquired most easily during the 
first eight years of life.

.

 Like building a house, 
brains are built on strong 
foundation. Strong 
kindergarten practice and 
early learning is critical for 
success.

 Critical periods for brain 
development is over by 
the age of 6.



Explore patterns 



Subitising 



Games I can play

Hundreds Chart 
games 

Games using dice 
or dominoes 

Learn rhymes and 
jingles 



Shapes and Objects 



NSW Department of Education

“….we can foster a potent curiosity for words 
that makes learning infectious and inspiring, 
making children think harder than they may 
have thought possible about words.”

Quigley, A. (2018) Closing the Vocabulary Gap 

Literacy



NSW Department of Education

Science of Reading



NSW Department of Education

The Big 6

(Des Konza)



Beliefs about literacy  
• Teaching and learning should be accessible to students at all 

levels

• Miss-takes provide an opportunity to learn.

• All students are learners and can learn given the right support 
and resources.

• Students should be exposed to a broad range of high-quality 
texts.

• Repetition and consistency matter in building the necessary 
foundations for being literate.

• Explicit teaching of Phonics and Phonemic Awareness, taught 
in recommended order (rhyme, syllabification, onset and 
rime) is essential for success in effective reading.

• Decodables are the preferred texts for teaching segmenting 
and blending



Oral Language Development 
Skills we develop

Listening for 
understanding –
orientation, questions, 
instructions

Social interactions –
taking turns, 
collaboration, structured 
and unstructured play.

Using correct grammar 
when interacting –
phrases and simple 
sentences

Oral Narrative – Retelling 
stories, poems, songs 
and rhymes



Metalanguage 
Children learn to use the following metalanguage

• Phonemes and digraphs
• Graphemes
• Syllables
• Segmenting
• Blending
• Decoding
• Encoding
• Vowels 
• Consonants 



Phonics Lessons 
What we teach

• Matching graphemes to phonemes
• Most common phonemes for our 26 letters
• Learning 44 speech sounds in sequence
• Decoding VC and CVC words in reading
• Decodable texts
• Building words, Synthetic Phonics
• Blending and Segmenting VC and CVC words orally
• Encoding VC and CVC in spelling & writing
• Known basic code by end of year
• Some of advanced code: basic diagraphs: e.g - ch, sh, th, ff, ll, ss
• Suffixes: -ing, -s, -ed
• Teaching is explicit: I do, you do, we do



Literacy Groups 
What we do

• Small guided reading sessions that focus on 
the reading needs of each student

• Target independent activities that are 
differentiated to provide students the 
opportunity to practise and apply their 
developing skills and knowledge

• Opportunities to engage with a wide variety 
of literature



NSW Department of Education

How can you help?
• Literacy at home and about



Rich conversations
• Exposure to rhyme; songs, poems, 

jingles
• Encourage correct verbal 

communication
• Reword sentences into correct speech
• Around print in the environment
• Experiment with word play and build up 

vocabulary
• Aligned to experiences



Writing
• Correct Pencil grip

• Correct Letter formation

• Prompt language to use: (see letter formation guide in your pack) 

• Phonological awareness skills: such as rhyme 

• Fine motor activities

• Hearing and recording sounds

• Noticing position of the mouth 

• Syllabification of words

• Sight words

• Sentence structure

• Punctuation

• Learning to write their name using Foundation Font



Enjoy reading together

• Discuss the story – 
characters, events, settings

• Take notice of and discuss 
the features of print, such 
as the direction

• Ask questions about the 
story and make 
predications on what 
could happen next

• Read a wide variety of 
texts



School Communication 
Platforms



Community Charter



UNTIL NEXT TIME…. 

Session 3 –Wednesday 15th November 

Session 3 Outline 

• Best Start Information 

• Day 1 at JSPS 

• School Counsellor - Supporting students 
with anxiety

• Support Unit AP – Supporting students 
with onsite therapy 
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Scan here to fill out our question form. 



Thank you for joining us!
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